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SUB J : PORTUGUESE-NORWEIGIAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

1. SUMMARY: PORTUGUESE DELEGATION LED BY MINISTER OF 
ECONOMY CURRENTLY IN OSLO FOR TALKS ON TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
AND TRADE, WHILE NORWEGIAN EXPERTS ARE IN LISBON EXPLORING 
POSSIBLE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO FISHING INDUSTRY. NORWEGIAN 
GOVERNMENT REPORTEDLY HAS ESTABLISHED INVESTMENT GUARANTEE 
SCHEME FOR PORTUGAL. THIS KIND OF ASSISTANCE IS VALUABLE 
FROM BOTH ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL POINTS OF VIEW AND MERITS 
U.S. ENCOURAGEMENT. WIDE PLAY GIVEN IT BY NEWSPAPERS, FOR 
EXAMPLE, HELPS OFFSET EXTENSIVE COVERAGE GIVEN BY LEFTIST 
PRESS TO EASTERN EUROPEAN ACTIVITIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. PORTUGUESE MINISTER OF ECONOMY RUI VILAR LEFT FEBRUARY 3 
WITH TEAM OF 10 TECHNICIANS FOR OSLO TO HOLD TALKS WITH 
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ON SAME DAY 5-MAN NORWEGIAN MISSION ARRIVED IN LISBON TO STUDY 
PROBLEMS OF PORTUGUESE FISHING INDUSTRY, WITH VIEW TO PROVIDING 
EXPERTS TO ADVISE ON RESTRUCTURING AND RATIONALIZATION. 

3. RUI VILAR TOOK DRAFT OF AGRICULTURAL ACCORD WHICH WOULD 
FACILITATE PORTUGUESE EXPORTS, PARTICULARLY WINE, BEYOND 
EXISTING EFTA ARRANGEMENTS. IN TURN, PORTUGUESE HOPE TO IMPORT 
NORWEGIAN COD FOR FINAL PROCESSING HERE. ALSO ON AGENDA ARE 
PROVISION OF NORWEGIAN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN FORESTRY, 

CONTROL OF PUBLIC EXPENDITURES, AND TAXATION, AS WELL AS 
RESOLUTION OF CERTAIN PROBLEMS BLOCKING NORWEGIAN TOURISTS 
FROM PORTUGAL. 

4. IN FIELD OF PETROLEUM, PORTUGUESE ARE LOOKING FOR ASSISTANCE 
IN EXPLORATION AND DRILLING, AS WELL AS FOR LEGISLATION CON- 
TROLLING OPERATIONS OF OIL COMPANIES. THEY ALSO HOPE TO FIND 
MARKET IN NORTH SEA FIELD FOR PORTUGUESE EQUIPMENT. 

5. ACCORDING FEBRUARY 5 MORNING PRESS, RUI VILAR AND 
NORWEGIAN FINANCE MINISTER PER KLEPPE ON FEBRUARY 4 SIGNED 
AGREEMENT SETTING UP A JOINT LUSO-NORWEGIAN COMMITTEE FOR 
ECONOMICCOOPERATION. PRESS ALSO CLAIMS THAT NORWEGIAN GOV- 
ERNMENT HAS "CONFIRMED" ESTABLISHMENT OF A SCHEME OF 
GUARANTEES FOR NORWEGIAN INVESTMENTS IN PORTUGAL, AND CALLS 
IT A GESTURE OF HIGH POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 

5. COMMENT: EMBASSY BELIEVES U.S. SHOULD ACTIVELY ENCOURAGE 
TRADE AND ASSISTANCE ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES 
AND PORTUGAL. EMBASSY OSLO, FOR EXAMPLE, MAY FIND OPPORTUNITY 
TO NOTE U.S. SATISFACTION WITH ABOVE-REPORTED DEVELOPMENTS, 

WHICH HAVE FAVORABLE POLITICAL AS WELL AS ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES. 
WIDE PRESS PLAY OF NORWEGIAN INITIATIVE, FOR EXAMPLE, HELPS 
OFFSET EXTENSIVE COVERAGE GIVEN BY LEFTIST PRESS TO EASTERN 
EUROPEAN ACTIVITIES. 
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